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Our government led by His Excellency, President Cyril Ramaphosa took radical 
actions since the novel coronavirus was first detected in South Africa in March 

2020. Following an initial 21-day national lockdown, various restrictions and 
regulations have since been announced by government, as part of the efforts 
to curb the rapid spread of COVID-19 in South Africa. Although South Africa’s 
rapid and evidence-based effort has been lauded globally, what has become 
clear is that this pandemic has, and will continue to impact in many ways on the 
South African society, in particular on our most vulnerable communities. 

As we witness an exponential growth in the number of cases, we have also seen 
a staggering rise in levels of poverty as household incomes have significantly 

dropped, deepening destitution in many communities.  

The government has outlined a series of economic interventions to be implemented with cooperation of the pri-
vate sector. In addition, our President endorsed and encouraged businesses and citizens to contribute to the 
Solidarity Fund and other initiatives aimed at relieving the impact of COVID-19 pandemic. 

Heading this call, and recognising the gravitas of the situation, Independent Power Producers (IPPs) partnered 
with various organisations and their host communities to stand together to fight the effect of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. These are some of their incredibly moving stories. 
 
The stories reflect a variety of initiatives supported by IPPs, ranging from contributions towards food parcels, 
personal protective equipment (PPE), mobile clinics used as screening and testing facilities, and educational ini-
tiatives, to name but a few.  They say that “necessity is the mother of invention” and these stories also highlight 
innovative ideas from entrepreneurs and community members to address the most basic and critical needs of the 
most vulnerable, such as water supply and community agriculture projects.

The Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Programme (REIPPPP) is designed so that each project 
is required to spend a certain percentage of their revenue on socio-economic and enterprise development activ-
ities in communities close to the project location. It is through these contributions that the IPPs are supporting 
communities in the fight against the impacts of Covid-19. These stories are testament to the increasing commit-
ment by IPPs, some of which have not yet reached commercial operation, to contribute to these communities. 
These are slightly different from the “business as usual” initiatives, yet so relevant and responding to immediate 
needs during this time. 

We acknowledge that some of the photos provided in the publication are not of a high quality. Unfortunately, due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, professional photos could not be taken, and we thank the IPPs for all the effort in pro-
viding the images during these difficult times.
 
We are living in the shadow of one of the greatest threats to global health in over 100 years. This is the time to 
stand together, remain strong, focused and fight this pandemic with resilience and vigour. 

Happy reading!

Bernard Mangoro
Head:  IPP Office
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Since the President declared our country in a state of national disaster, Metrowind Van Stadens Wind Farm (Metrow-
ind) had to consider how the COVID-19 pandemic will impact health and business in their host community and how 
projects and partnerships had to be adjusted to respond to the crisis. 

With the continuing drought in Nelson Mandela Bay, the municipality was unable to despatch water tanks to the 
St Albans community, as there were no suitable storage containers for them to refill in large enough quantities. 
Metrowind responded to this need and installed two 5000 litre water tanks within easy reach of the municipality and 
community. 

The community members are now able to travel to a central location closer to their homes to collect water. 

In addition, the wind farm also supports SMMEs as part of their Enterprise Development projects in the local com-
munity.

In alert level five (5) of the national lockdown this outlet was not able to serve fast 
food to the public due to the COVID-19 restrictions. However, this savvy entre-

preneur sought alternatives which resulted in the truck being registered as an 
essential service.

The truck is stationed at a central location in the surrounding communities 
from which hand sanitizers, face masks and soup have been distributed. 
This central location allows for the most vulnerable community members 
to receive the support they require during this trying time, also providing a 
temporary income for Thembie and her staff.

FROM WATER TANKS TO A REPURPOSED 
FOOD TRUCK

THEMBIE’s Mobile Fast Food Outlet

Above & Right:  
Mask & Sanitizer Recipients
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The face masks that are handed out in the communities are manu-
factured by Breez Fashion Design, another Enterprise Development 
beneficiary. 

When South Africans experienced harsh lockdown restrictions of alert 
level 5, a total of 250 bottles of hand sanitiser, 300 face masks and 190 
litres of soup were distributed to 100 households in St Albans, 70 house-
holds in Witteklip and 70 households in Fitches Corner.

Left and Above:
Face masks 
manufactured 
by Breeze

Metrowind also contributes in aiding to revive the Fresh 
Produce Supply Agriculture project, in order to produce 
additional fresh vegetables for the community during the 
lockdown. The IPP will provide the labour and manage-
ment services, until the garden is self-sustainable. This is 
an approach which ensured the successful implementa-
tion of their existing food gardens.

BREEZ Fashion Design

FRESH Produce Supply

Above:  Fresh mulch has been laid to protect 
the new seeds. The produce harvested during 
the lockdown period will be included with food 
parcels in St Albans, Van Stadens, Witteklip, 

Thornhill, Jeffrey’s Bay and Oyster Bay.
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Perdekraal East Wind Farm, located in the Witzenberg Municipality district, supported Marinda Mankapan, 
a local seamstress from the small Witzenberg town of Ceres, to register her company in March 2020 and in 
addition, recently supplied her with fabrics and other sewing necessities to meet the increasing demand for 
fabric masks from her business. This assistance is part of the Wind Farm’s Enterprise Development (EnD) 

Programme, although it is still under construction.

Ms. Mankapan only began producing cloth masks recently and has now increased her production to supply 
a factory in the agriculture sector, and a local spaza shop in Ceres, that is donating masks to local commu-
nity members in need. The masks are also being supplied to essential staff such as the local Department of 

Social Development and the local police.

“Ms Mankapan’s services are in demand as community members flock to buy fabric masks.  Luckily, she can 
now keep up with the demand with the help of two staff members and with plans on possibly hiring additional 

help” said Jo-Anne Brown, Economic Development Manager at Perdekraal East Wind Farm.
 

Sewing used to be a hobby for her; allowing her to make bathroom sets, couch covers and basic tailor work, 
until her funds for her supplies ran out.  However, thanks to the Perdekraal East Wind Farm’s EnD pro-

gramme, assistance was provided to help start this local enterprise. 

“We are pleased that she is able to supply to the local agriculture sector, one of the largest industries in the 
area, so that their staff can continue to work,” added Brown.

LOCAL TURNS A HOBBY INTO AN 
ENTERPRISE

Above Left: Ms Mankapan ‘s face 
masks ready for delivery.  

Above Right:  Ms Mankapan receives 
her material
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Fledgling youth-owned carpentry SMME that exclusively services schools, is finally able to pick up tools again, 
with the reopening of the education sector. This small Limpopo enterprise will receive training specifically relat-
ing to COVID-19 infection control procedures, so that they can re-enter schools in the Makhado Municipality to 
collect classroom desks to refurbish.

“Safety is very important in this era of COVID-19,” explained Harrisinah Theka, Economic Development Officer 
for Soutpan Solar Power, who funds this SMME as part of its youth development programme. The programme 
has helped stimulate local youth employment and a culture of entrepreneurship.

The company is also being assisted with enough PPE for its car-
pentry interns and employees and before the personnel return 
back to operations, the operational premises will be fumigated.

The training session will be covering best practices to operate a 
business during COVID-19, which includes hygiene and steriliz-
ing the workplace and vehicles. 

Only in its second year of operations, NNL and Partners felt the 
burden of lockdown, but were fortunate enough to receive a regu-
lar stipend from Soutpan Solar Power, to help them continue with 
their lives, during the extended shutdown.

“The team needs to be vigilant when collecting and delivering 
furniture at schools, to avoid unnecessary risk,” added Theka.

The Soutpan Solar Power Carpentry Graduate Programme that 
kicked off in January 2019, was inspired by the need to help pro-
vide work opportunities for graduates, coupled with the need for 
better school furniture.  By marrying these needs a value chain 
has been set up that is opening doors for young community 
members in the Blouberg Municipality. The programme supports 
carpentry graduate interns that are provided with a monthly sti-
pend, and have a 12-month work contract, following which a new 
group of graduates will fill their shoes.  The thinking behind the 
annual intake of graduates is to help prepare these youths for 
future careers, build their self-esteem and stimulate a culture of 
entrepreneurship.

BOILERPLATE:
Soutpan Solar Power is majority owned by Globeleq, and its consortium partners.  Shareholders 
include: Globeleq; Izingwe International Fund, managed by Izingwe Capital; and Kurisani Sout-
pan, owned by Kurisani Community Trust. The project company is operated and managed by 
Globeleq South Africa.

Press release published as received from the IPPs

YOUTH CARPENTERS GET COVID-19 
SAFETY TRAINING

Above:  Thabang Chuene, a graduate who is part of Soutpan 
Solar Power’s Carpentry Graduate Programme, re-spraying a 

piece of school furniture.  

Above:  Soutpan Solar Power Carpentry Graduate Programme 
graduates, Thabang Chuene (front) and Thabo Modjadji (back) 

collecting school furniture for refurbishment.
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MASS SCREENING FOR 
COVID-19

Bokpoort CSP Project, located in the !Kheis Municipali-
ty, requested LoveLife (its main community project Imple-
mentation Agency) to partner with the District Department 
of Health and ensure that plans were put into place for 
mass screening of the !Kheis community. Dr Mokeng, a 
doctor at the local Community Health Centre in Groblers-
dorp who is also part of the District working group on 
COVID-19, has taken the lead in the community’s mass 
screening project.

The !Kheis LoveLife Y-Centre serves as the communi-
ty’s COVID-19 nerve centre in which the screening team 
consisting of community health workers and Dr Mokeng 
are based. This is the starting point for all daily activities 
which begin with briefing sessions and the provision of the 
required PPE before the team goes out to screen the com-
munity. A report back and consolidation of data is done at 
2 o’clock daily which is then submitted to the District De-
partment of Health.

The !Kheis LoveLife Y-Centre has also been identified as a 
possible quarantine site, in the event that the total number 

of positive cases overflows from the Nuwe Hoop Centre 
– the main site identified for quarantine in Groblershoop.

According to Bokpoort CSP and the LoveLife team, the 
quickest way to reach out to the community was to identify 
the elderly and the most vulnerable members of the com-
munity and ensure that they are protected from the spread 
of the virus. Mass screening has already started and con-
tinue in the different communities with the assistance of 
the District Department of health, medical doctors, and 
community health workers. 

Funding of procurement of PPE for the screening teams 
at the different clinics in the !Kheis area was provided by 
this IPP.  

Such efforts and contributions to our local communities 
are noticed and appreciated by those in need.

Above:  The Screening Team

Above:  Healthcare Workers at 
Briefing Session



In July 2019, the Paleisheuwel Solar Park, located in the Cederberg Municipality district, launched the Sandveld 
Health Centre in Paleisheuwel, which it is currently using for COVID-19 awareness campaigns in the area, col-
lection and delivery of chronic medication, as well as transporting the sick to the nearest clinic or hospital during 
the lockdown.

Electra Solar Park or Paleisheuwel Solar Park, which is a subsidiary of Enel Green Power (EGP) RSA, in part-
nership with the Cederberg Matzikama AIDS Network (CMAN), has built a permanent clinic for the local commu-
nity. Until 19 July 2019, this community could only receive healthcare once every six 
weeks. The clinic is currently being used to conduct COVID-19 awareness campaigns 
in the communities located within the vicinity of the renewable energy power plant.

Other activities that have been implemented include:-

 

Here’s what one of the change agents on the ground had to say about the results of his partnership with Pa-
leisheuwel Solar Park during this lockdown period.

“As the Director of the Cederberg Matzikama [AIDS] Network (CMAN); it gives me pleasure to represent the 
voices and needs of my community to policy makers at local and provincial levels. It gives me tremendous joy 
to be [a] beacon of hope in my community. In my working life, I encounter a lot of people who are really in need. 
During the lockdown period, I had an opportunity to meet the Toontjies family. They are a family of eleven, living 
in a two bedroom house. The father is the sole breadwinner and receives a salary of only R500 per week. One 
of their children is differently abled and works as a security guard in a potato farm to supplement his father’s 
income. Five of their children are of school-going age and the father is struggling to make ends meet. During the 
lockdown, the situation has become worse, with everybody at home and no hope of a salary. With the assistance 
from Electra Solar Park (Paleisheuwel), a subsidiary of EGP RSA, we provided them with food parcels daily and 
hygienic packs for the girls,” said Christiaan Oerson.
 

LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS GO A LONG WAY

Above:  Sandveld Heath Centre: The 
clinic is assisting a great deal with 
COVID awareness campaigns in the 

farming community around our plant.

Above: Families receiving 
food parcels

Various solidarity actions in communities around the solar park to protect 
the health of people in difficulty, especially the sick and homeless;
A door-to-door COVID-19 awareness campaign;
Donating personal hygiene products to 30 homeless people and finding 
them shelter, with three meals a day, in the Clanwilliam area;
Identifying and distributing 68 food parcels;
A COVID-19 educational campaign for patients living with HIV and Tuberculosis;
In collaboration with local authorities and NGOs, 40 food parcels were delivered to 
families in severe difficulty and accommodation was found for the homeless in multi-
sports facilities, in Citrusdal; and
In Eendekuil, the IPP delivers meals to 280 people per day; while in the Paleisheuwel 
and Redelinghuys areas, it distributed over 200 soap bars and more than 40 meals 
to needy families. 
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HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO ENEL GREEN 
POWER AND SOUL FOOD PROVIDER

I am a pensioner and I live with my long-time partner and three grandchildren. We no longer have children as our kids 
passed away and even though both of us are sickly; we have to find the strength and means to take care and support our 
grandchildren.

Life in Cookhouse is generally miserable for us old people and while we appreciate the old age grant we receive from the 
Government, with three growing individuals to feed, clothe and school; it does not stretch far enough to accommodate 
basic living needs. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has made matters worse, as the country is on lockdown and the grandchildren are at home and 
they eat a lot. So groceries run out very fast.  We are, therefore, ever so grateful for the food that Soul Food Provider brings 
us, especially during this lockdown period. We receive food parcels and sometimes nutritious cooked food made by the 
Food Distributing Agents at least four days in a week.

The relief we get allows us to take care of our other household expenses and we can use the money saved to pay for fu-
neral cover, electricity, wood to heat the house, medicines and clothing for the children.

We thank Nojoli Wind Farm and Soul Food Provider for the food, for showing care 
and for bringing hope, joy and light to us poor people.

The Nojoli Wind Farm, a subsidiary of Enel Green Power (EGP) RSA, is working in partnership with Soul Food Provider to 
support the most vulnerable families in the plant’s host communities, by providing food parcels and sometimes cooked food to 
identified indigent families.  Below are testimonials from three beneficiaries of the EGP RSA/Soul Food Cookhouse Nutrition 
Programme.

Mama Nothandekile Grootboom

Chuli, Butsha, Baba and Xabisa Madikane 
abruptly stop the game they were playing 
and they run excitedly into the house when 
they see the Soul Food Provider vehicle. 
These siblings are all under 13 years of age. 
This is their story:

“We are four girls and a brother and we live 
with our aunt, Zukiswa Madikane. Our moth-
er stays in another town and has left us with 
our aunt who looks after us and loves us very 
much. Our mother and aunt are both unem-
ployed; so, our family relies on the Govern-
ment child grant.

We were very worried when schools shut 
down due to the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
we would not get the meal provided daily at 
school. So we feared that we would go hun-
gry because there is never enough food for 
all of us at home.

We were, therefore, very excited when Soul 
Food Provider started visiting our home to 
bring food. We get fresh fruit and vegetables, 
rice, bread and sometimes cakes. We were 
so happy the other day when they brought 
eggs and cheese because these are luxuries 
we never have and we know that our aunt 
cannot afford to buy these for us. Sometimes 
Thulelwa, who is the Soul Food Provider 

The Madikane Siblings

Above:  The Madikane siblings 
and their aunt with treats from 
Soul Food Provider

Distribution Agent, brings us 
soup or other cooked food. 

We get excited every time 
Soul Provider comes around 
because we know that we 
are going to get good food and 
sometimes there is a treat, such 
as candy or meat pies. We are 
grateful to Soul Food Provider people 
for not forgetting about us.”

The children’s aunt, Zukiswa, broke into tears 
saying, “We live in fear of tomorrow as the 
future is very uncertain with this corona vi-
rus pandemic. These are tears of joy, I thank 
God, Soul Food Provider and Nojoli Wind 
Farm for bringing this nutrition programme to 
Cookhouse. Providing for five (5) children is 
not easy, but with the food we receive from 
Soul Food Provider, I am able to stretch the 
small budget to pay for other household ne-
cessities such as electricity, toiletry, washing 
detergents, school uniform, paraffin and med-
icines. We have not gone to bed hungry in a 
very long time, thanks to Nojoli Wind Farm 
and Soul Food Provider Team.”  
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Tata Tokoma is a 77 year old disabled pensioner who lives with his 22 year old unemployed grandson in Bongweni 
Location, Cookhouse. The old man, who uses a wheelchair to get around, sometimes is forgetful and relies a lot on his 
caring neighbours and grandson for support. Despite this, Mr. Tokoma recognises the Soul Provider Team that brings 
him food and he calls out to them by their first names. This is what he shared about the EGP RSA/Soul Food Cook-
house Nutrition Programme:

“Being old and disabled brings a lot of hardships to anyone, but it is worse when one stays in a town where most peo-
ple are poor because of lack of jobs. My grandson would love to get a job and he has tried everything to find work, to 
no avail. I am thankful that he is around to take care of me, but it is important that he becomes financially independent 
and learn how to be responsible.

We do not have a radio or television at my house, so I heard about the corona virus pandemic and the national lock-
down from neighbours. I immediately got worried about how we would cope during this period.

We are fortunate to have been on the list of indigent families that Soul Food Provider delivers food parcels to. So, we 
have received fruit, vegetables, rice, bread, eggs and cheese. We even get a nice surprise of hot soup and cooked 
food from time to time.

I also enjoy the company and conversations I have with the Soul Provider Manager and the two ladies that work with 
him. They make time to chat whenever they come to my house, taking away some of the loneliness. 

The food they bring and their kindness nourishes me physically and spiritually. 

I only have words of gratitude to Soul Provider and to Enel Green Power whom, I am 
told, are the funders of the programme.”

Above:  Mr Tokoma expressing his gratitude 
to the Soul Provider Team

Tata Tokoma
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A collaboration of Eastern Cape coastal wind farms op-
erating in the Kouga municipality area, better known 
as the Coastal-6, have joined forces to respond to the 
urgent and escalating needs of stranded communities, 
who are struggling during the country’s COVID-19 lock-
down period.

A six metre refrigeration container was purchased and 
transported to the Kouga Municipality, and set up at the 
Humansdorp Fire Station COVID-19 Joint Operations 
Control to be used as the central collection, storage and 
distribution point for the Kouga Municipal Food Parcel 
and fresh food items. 

To have a dedicated, secure, sterile, temperature con-
trolled container to maintain the freshness of perishable 
food items, has proven to be of high value and essential 
in the Coastal 6 wind farms and the Municipalities co-
ordinated efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19 virus 
and provide emergency and lifeline food relief to the 
most vulnerable families in disadvantaged communities 
and human settlements.

Food parcels and fresh food items are delivered by the 
Kouga Municipality to the elderly and other vulnerable 
groups such as disabled persons’ families, pregnant 
moms with babies and no income, orphans, chronic 
medication patients, amongst other.

In a coordinated effort, essential lifeline food items and 
hygiene such as sanitary soap for washing hands to 
limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus, enable a family 
of 4 to 6 people to survive a week to 10 days. 

COASTAL WIND FARMS GIVE NEW 
MEANING TO “UBUNTU”

Stella Mari 
pictured left with 

her Organic 
Veggies

The programme has been a co-ordinated effort by the 
Coastal 6 wind farms, the Kouga Municipality, SASSA, 
private NGO’s and other organisations, to ensure that 
efforts are not duplicated so that the largest number 
of vulnerable families are supplied with food parcels. 
The Coastal-6 wind farms are made up of Kouga Wind 
Farm, Jeffreys Bay Wind Farm; Gibson Bay Wind 
Farm, Metrowind Wind Farm; Oyster Bay Wind Farm; 
and Tsitsikamma Wind Farm.

Press release published as received from the IPPs

Tony Dyans Booi 
& 

Robert Chinangana
Vegetable Garden

14



COMMUNITY STUDY IN BRITSTOWN CALLS FOR 
CREATIVE THINKING DURING COVID

The Foundation for Alcohol Related Research (FARR) have set up offices in 
Britstown, a small farming community in the Northern Cape and complet-

ed an in-depth study and community survey, which will pave the way for 
community intervention and support.

The study has shown that knowledge needs to be instilled within the 
Britstown community members to decrease alcohol usage stigma 
if the affected community members are going to get the support 
required.  The study has also indicated the need for further health 
referrals; maternity interviews; neurodevelopmental assessments 
and generally additional community engagement.

De Aar Solar Power, who announced their funding for FARR to ex-
pand their reach into Britstown, late last year, have been amazed that 

so much has already been successfully achieved, despite the severe 
pressure that called for creative thinking to continue to deliver on the 

programmes objectives given the COVID-19 restrictions. 

“It will probably get even more challenging, however, we believe that we will reach our targets as this is a project that is 
addressing the needs of the community and it enjoys the support of the relevant stakeholders,” said Leana Olivier, CEO 
of FARR.

The community survey, conducted earlier in the year, included a study to confirm the prevalence of FAS and related dis-
eases; a Healthy Mother Healthy Baby programme; as well as Anthropometric Screening and medical examination.

“One of the key training sessions, that included both intense theoretical and practical training, had to be converted to 
distance education training, which was a massive undertaking as we had to video record the theoretical input, compile 
workbooks for the staff and do video recordings of interviews, due to the national lockdown period,” explained Olivier, 
demonstrating one of the ways in which adaptation has been required.

“We are very pleased that this vital work hasn’t been halted during the pandemic, as FAS is a crippling, yet preventable 
form of mental illness, with a significant percentage coming from the communities in and around De Aar, and we suspect 
Britstown may be equally impacted,” explained Harrisinah Theka, Economic Development Officer at De Aar Solar Power.
FARR set up local offices in Britstown so that it can service the community properly, by providing community support, 
especially to expectant mothers and young children.

FARR is a leading NGO source of research and information on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) and the most 
severe form of this disorder, namely Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS), in South Africa. The organisation is dedicated to 
building positive futures in South African communities by significantly reducing birth defects and mental disabilities 
caused by alcohol consumption during pregnancy.

“We have previously supported FARR in the community of De Aar and are now helping the NGO 
expand its work into new communities,” said Harrisinah Theka, Economic Development Manager 
for De Aar Solar Power.

FARR has become a hub for experts, community workers and everyday South Africans who are 
determined to improve the lives of those affected by FAS, their families and caregivers. They are 
involved in training, education, research, prevention, support and management projects across 
South Africa. 

“We believe that FARR has an important role to play in rural communities across our country, 
such as the small town of Britstown in the heart of the Central Karoo,” concluded Harrisinah.

Press release published as received from the IPPs
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With tertiary institutions in lockdown, many students that do not have sufficient resourc-
es and the necessary equipment, are faced with uncertainty and distress.  Luckily 

for Nezlia Blaauw and five other West Coast scholarship beneficiaries enrolled in 
the 2020 academic year, she has received equipment to help her continue her 

academic work during the national lockdown.

Each of the students received a new laptop, fully installed with the nec-
essary software to help with the at-home learning, research and assign-

ments during the national lockdown.

“Time after time my bursary gives me a new and even better reason 
to be grateful and every time I realize how fortunate I really am,” 
commented Nezlia Blaauw, who is from Hopefield in the Western 
Cape.  She is in her third year at Cape Town University of Tech-
nology, Wellington campus, studying towards B.Ed. Foundation 
Phase Teaching.

“This is a tough time for students, who are trying to achieve their 
academic qualifications, something that can’t be done without 
the necessary support and equipment during this period of iso-
lation,” said Celiwe Mabaso, Community Operations Manager 
for Umoya Energy Wind Farm, located in the Saldanha Bay 
area.

The Umoya Energy Scholarship Programme was launched 
nearly five years ago to provide tertiary education funding for 
youth. The focus is to contribute towards human resource devel-
opment in fields considered critical for the South African econo-
my.  The programme targets high school learners across the West 

Coast who have limited opportunities to access scholarships, this 
also means that they don’t need to compete against learners from 

other provinces.

Umoya Energy identified various skill shortages in the local commu-
nities of the surrounding area. To address these skills gaps and help to 

create marketable skills within the young men and women of the area, 
the Scholarship programme focuses on the fields of study include teach-

ing, engineering, science, environment and nursing.

Umoya Energy Wind Farm distributed 150 food parcels within the ECD play-
groups to ensure that playgroup leaders continue to feed children, either through 

cooked meals or weekly food parcels. The wind farm will also be distributing food 
parcels to all parents/households of children who attend the playgroups, along with 

a hygiene pack donated by Grassroots including a bar of soap, washcloth, Dettol and 
washing-powder. 

The Saldanha Bay Municipality - SMME beneficiaries will be receiving a grocery voucher 
to the value of R500, to assist their families during the lockdown period. 

Press release published as received from the IPPs.

STUDENTS RECEIVE COMPUTER EQUIPMENT TO 
HELP WITH STUDIES DURING LOCKDOWN

Above
Nizelia Blaauw with her 

new laptop
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EDUCATION CONTINUES 
DURING LOCKDOWN
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The lockdown has brought many challenges to our communities, mainly, people’s incomes and 
the ability to meet household needs. Douglas Socio Economic Development Company (Douglas 
SEDC), a socio economic project by the IPPs, continues to pay their programme beneficiaries i.e. 
teachers, student teachers, and tertiary students, full salaries and allowances. Many households 
are living on these student allowances during this lockdown.

In addition, the Seller has provided data bundles to student teachers and tertiary students in order 
for them to continue their studies online. 

To ensure continuation with studies, Mathematics WhatsApp groups were started for Grade 12 
learners. Data bundles for the students in need have also been provided. The Douglas SEDC 
team has been posting Mathematics teaching videos in Afrikaans and English with accompanying 
worksheets and memos every day.  

A second Grade 10 WhatsApp group has also been started at the request of several Grade 10 
learners.  This group has been operating since the last week of April 2020.

It is through such initiatives that our learners can one day become responsible citizens of our be-
loved South Africa.  IPP Companies such as Greefspan and Herbert PV Power Plants are to be 
commended for meeting our learner’s educational and economical needs in such a mundane yet 
very impactful way.



IN CONSULTATION with the District Department of Basic Education, a ‘Covid-19 School Readiness, Awareness and Ed-
ucational Programme’ has been implemented across seven schools in the Gamagara area, to minimise the risk of pupils 
and teachers contracting the Covid-19 virus.  

The School Readiness Programme includes a health and safety risk assessment to develop a Covid-19 management 
plan for each school and the provision of PPE for pupils and teachers.  The assessment will also include protocols on 
social distancing and demarcations, hygiene awareness and an education campaign on the implementation of the man-
agement plan and protocols.

“The Ubuntu schools already face numerous challenges with regard to infrastructure, water accessibility and other facil-
ities.  Considering their current challenges, Covid-19 seemed overwhelming and unbearable, hence psycho-social sup-
port and other Covid-19 initiatives, such as the risk assessment were necessary.  This support ensures awareness and 
guidance on how to help cope with and adjust to the current situation to reduce the risk of developing distress, improving 
well-being, as well as promoting preventive behaviour,”  Brizelda Titus, a social worker for the Ubuntu schools project, 
said.

Support has been provided to school principals and their management teams in co-creating a new normal in the schools 
through the provision of basic Covid-19 PPE, psycho-social support services and ensuring that the learning environment 
is conducive and safe.  Pupils and operational staff are being supported to develop new behaviors that will contribute 
toward their safety and enable learners to achieve academically.

Langberg High School principal, Monaheng Roestof, said that the intervention was helping pupils understand and prac-
tice good personal hygiene that was essential during the Covid-19 pandemic, without which he believed the school en-
vironment would be a mess.  

“The programme provides the schools with some relief as the teachers can focus on the mental health of pupils with 
the help of social workers, and fast-tracking the curriculum,”  Kelebogile Mogorosi, Local Community Liaison Officer for 
REISA (Renewable Energy Investments South AFrica), said.

The seven local schools that are being supported by this pro-
gramme include Langberg High, Gamagara High, Deben Pri-
mary, Maikaelelo Primary, Noord-Kaap Primary, Sishen Inter-
mediate Mine School and Sishen Primary School.  Each pupil 
has also received a school readiness pack including two face 
masks; hand sanitizers; a cloth and surface cleaner. 

Press release published as received from the IPPs.
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COVID-19 SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAMME 
IMPLEMENTED IN GAMAGARA SCHOOLS



Boshof Combined School has received an e-technology Smartboard to as-
sist with the continuation of the maths and science extra lessons, without the 
Maths and Science Leadership Academy facilitator having to drive to Boshof 
Combined School, from Kimberley, during lockdown and social distancing pro-
tocols. This electronic device will allow a local teacher to facilitate the session, 
together with input from the MSLA teacher using the smartboard technology. 

“We needed to find a way that the maths and science extra lesson learners 
could catch up on all the learning that has been missed this year, whilst taking 
into account social distancing and the additional risk of facilitators travelling 
from Kimberley, which is inter-Provincial,” explained Zuki Ndlela, Economic De-
velopment Officer for Boshof Solar Power, who have funded this Smartboard.

This device allows remote teaching, as the Smartboard is interactive and proj-
ects images by connecting to a computer. Furthermore, there is a possibility 
that the provision of this Smartboard may also allow for the maths and science 
extra lesson learners to take advantage of curriculum input offered from inter-
national organisations, made possible by the technology.

Although the main purpose of this electronic device is to assist maths and sci-
ence extra lessons, other learners at the school are also set to benefit.

“These classes give learners the opportunity to practice the work done in class 
and because we can focus on higher level questions the learners become more confident and their marks improve,” said 
Mrs Nicolene Botha, teacher at the Academy.

Funded by Boshof Solar Power, the Maths and Science Leadership Academy from Kimberley, along with local teachers 
facilitates extra maths and science lessons to the learners at Boshof Combined School, and to two other schools in the 
area.   This education partnership kicked off in 2015 and is specifically aimed at stimulating the desire amongst learners 
to study STEM (science, technology, engineering, maths). With an estimated 80% of future jobs requiring young people to 
have some sort of STEM education, it is critical and imperative that learners get support, as early on as possible.

Press release published as received from the IPPs.
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TECHNOLOGY TO HELP SOLVE EDUCATION 
COMPLICATIONS CREATED BY COVID-19
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ALL IPP 
INITIATIVES



The Solidarity Fund was formed on 23 March 
2020 as a response to President Cyril Ra-

maphosa’s mid-March announcement 
that South Africa has entered into a 

National State of Disaster because of 
COVID-19. This Fund is therefore a 
platform for all to contribute to the 
consolidated effort to fund various 
initiatives.

The objectives of the fund are to 
support the country’s health re-
sponse, contribute to the humani-
tarian efforts and to mobilise South 

Africans to drive a united response.

“There is no doubt in my mind that we 
will prevail. This is because South Afri-

cans have come together like never before 
to wage the struggle against this virus, togeth-

er.” – President Cyril Ramaphosa.

Jasper Power Company anticipated that the Corona Virus would have such an 
impact on the world. Therefore as part of their efforts to assist the country, they 
made a donation of R500 000 towards the Solidarity Fund, with the aim of sup-
porting South Africans during the Corona Virus pandemic.
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JASPER STANDS IN SOLIDARITY



VIRTUAL ARTS GET LOCAL CERES 
BAND ONTO THE NATIONAL STAGE 

This year’s National Arts Festival was a virtual celebration of the South African arts and featured local 
Ceres band, Basic Aim, who joined performing artists from around the country on the online platform.  
With funding from Perdekraal East Wind Farm this group of talented musicians, were able to add their 
performance to the virtual festival platform.

Speaking on behalf of the band, Julian Hails explained how they had to contend with practice sessions 
during COVID-19 lockdown, but despite all the challenges and upheaval, they thrilled to have made it 
onto the prestigious event and hope that next year they will get to perform to a live audience.  

“Despite all the challenges, it was and still is an awesome experience to be part of our country’s first ever 
virtual festival and we are grateful for the support from Perdekraal East Wind Farm and everyone else 
that has supported us,” said Julian Hails, manager of Basic Aim.

The pre-recorded work of the band has been loaded on the National Arts Festival Website. The vFringe 
is a pay-per-view video on-demand platform where artists can show pre-recorded work on the Festival’s 
website. NAF developed this platform to help artists generate an income from work that is presented 
online. There is no registration fee to use the platform and artists will receive 90% of the income gener-
ated by their ticket sales.  All content will be pre-moderated by the NAF team, guided by universal online 
publication guidelines. Content presented on the vFringe platform will be secured and protected from 
being downloaded, copied, or shared.

Press release published as received from the IPPs
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Project Name Municipality Support Provided
Noblesfontein Phase 1 Ubuntu Food Parcels, PPEs, Household Fuel Supply, 

COVID Information Packs
Mulilo Renewable Energy Solar PV De 
Aar

Emthanjeni Food Parcels, PPEs

Mulilo Renewable Energy Solar PV 
Prieska

Siyathemba Food Parcels, PPEs, SMME Support

Konkoonsies Solar Power Khai-Ma PPEs, SMME Support
Kalkbult Renosterberg Food Parcels, PPEs, SMME Support
Aries Solar Power Kai!Garib PPEs
De Aar Solar Power Emthanjeni SMME Support

Kaxu Solar One Khai-Ma PPEs

Greefspan PV Power Plant Siyancuma PPEs, Educational Initiatives
REISA Gamagara Food Parcels, Educational Initiatives
Droogfontein Solar Power Sol Plaatjie PPEs
Herbert PV Power Plant Siyancuma PPEs, Educational Initiatives
Droogfontein Solar Power Sol Plaatjie PPEs
Herbert PV Power Plant Siyancuma PPEs, Educational Initiatives
Khi Solar One Kai! Garib Food Parcels
Bokpoort CSP Project Kheis PPEs, Personal Hygiene Packs, 

Screenings
Sishen Solar Facility Gamagara Food Parcels
Linde Emthanjeni PPEs

Jasper Power Company Tsantsabane Solidarity Fund Donation
Ilanga CSP Khara Hais Food Parcels, PPEs
!Xina Solar One Khai-Ma Food Parcels, PPEs, Sanitation Parcels
Longyuan Mulilo De Aar 2 North Wind 
Energy Facility

Emthanjeni Food Parcels, PPEs, Care Packages
Portables Toilets

Mobile Clinic for use of screenings
Donation to the Cape Town Municipality

Longyuan Mulilo De Aar Maanhaarberg 
Wind Energy Facility

Emthanjeni Food Parcels, PPEs, Care Packages
Water Supply, Portable Toilets

Mobile Clinic for use of screenings
Donation to the Cape Town Municipality

Loeriesfontein 2 Wind Farm Hantam Food Parcels, PPEs
Noupoort Wind Farm Umsobomvu Food Parcels, PPEs

Khobab Wind Farm Hantam Food Parcels, PPEs

Mulilo Sonnedix Prieska PV Siyathemba Food Parcels, Hospital Bed Mattresses, 
Cleaning Supplies, Hand Sanitizers

Mulilo Prieska PV4 Siyathemba Food Parcels, PPEs, Hospital Bed Mattresses, 
Cleaning Supplies, Hand Sanitizers

Kathu Solar Park Gamagara PPEs

Kangnas Nama Khoi Food Parcels, Sanitizers, Educational Initiative

Dyason’s Klip 2 Kai !Garib PPEs

Konkoonsies II Solar Khai-Ma Food Parcels

Aggeneys Solar Khai-Ma Educational Initiatives

De Aar Solar Power Emthanjeni Funding for social welfare initiative

Droogfontein Solar Power Sol Plaatjie PPEs, SMME Support

NORTHERN CAPE
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Dassiesklip Wind Energy Facility           Theewaterskloof Food Parcels

SlimSun Swartland Solar Park Swartland Food Parcels
Sanitizer

Umoya Energy Wind Farm Saldanha Bay Educational Initiatives

Gouda Wind Project Drakenstein Food Parcels

Wind Farm West Coast 1 Saldanha Bay

Paleisheuwel Cederberg Food Parcels
Health Awareness Campaigns

Personal Hygiene Products

Perdekraal East Witzenberg SMME Support

MetroWind Van Stadens Wind Farm           Nelson Mandela Bay Refrigerator
SMME Support Masks

Sanitizers
Water Tanks

Fresh Produce Supply
Kouga Wind Farm Kouga Food Parcels

Refrigerator

Jeffreys Bay Wind Farm Kouga Refrigerator

Amakhala Emoyeni Blue Crane Route

Tsitsikamma Community Wind Farm 
Project

Nelson Mandela Bay

Waainek Makana Food Parcels
PPEs

Grassridge Nelson Mandela Bay Food Parcels
PPEs

Educational Initiatives
Dreunberg Gariep PPEs

Nojoli Wind Farm Blue Crane Route Food Parcels

Cookhouse Wind Farm Blue Crane Route Food Parcels, PPEs, Water Supply
Educational Initiatives

Golden Valley Wind Blue Crane Route Educational Initiatives

Excelsior Wind Energy Facility Swellendam Educational Initiatives

Refrigerator, SMME Support, Masks, 
Sanitizers, Water Tanks, Fresh Produce, 

Supply Food Parcels, PPEs, Personal 
Hygiene Products, Educational Initiatives

Food Parcels, PPEs, Educational Initiatives

EASTERN CAPE
Project Name Municipality Support Provided

WESTERN CAPE
Project Name Municipality Support Provided
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NORTH WEST PROVINCE

RustMo1 Solar Farm Rustenburg Food Parcels

Project Name Municipality Support Provided

FREE STATE

Stortemelk Hydro Dihlabeng Food Parcels

Boshoff Solar Park Tokologo

Kruisvallei Hydro Dihlabeng Food Parcels

Project Name Municipality Support Provided

PPEs, SMME Support, 
Educational Initiatives

LIMPOPO PROVINCE

Soutpan Solar Power Blouberg SMME Support, Educational Initiatives

Project Name Municipality Support Provided
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www.ipp-projects.co.za

+27 (0)87 351 3000

IPP Office Contact Information

The IPP Office would like to extend their heart-
felt thanks to the Independent Power Producers 
and the incredible Communities for sharing their 
amazing stories and for continuing to make a dif-

ference in the lives of all South Africans.
   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Note:  We acknowledge that some of the photos provided 
in the publication are not of a high quality.  Unfortunately, 

due to COVID-19 restrictions, professional photos could not 
be taken.  We thank the IPPs for all the effort in providing 

the images during these difficult times.
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